CHAPTER XIX
MARKETING
THE different methods of selling California citrus fruits
may be grouped for convenience under four general heads,
which, with the proportion of fruit now (1913-14) sold by
each method, are approximately as follows :
13% Miscellaneous sales.
5% Sales "by independent growers who ship to market.
20% Independent association sales.
62% Sales through the California Fruit Growers' Ex-
change.
Under the head of miscellaneous local sales, fruit is dis-
posed of in various ways. It may he sold either for a lump
sum on the trees to itinerant packers and speculators, or it
may be contracted for by hotel syndicates to be delivered
as needed. The management of the dining cars and eating
houses of a large railroad company, for example, often se-
lects certain crops of oranges which are bought for a stated
price per pound, to be picked and delivered as needed.
Commission men will sometimes secure a contract for a
certain amount of fruit of a certain grade to be delivered
in the East or in Australia or Hongkong, and then send an
agent around the country buying the fruit wherever it
can be secured. Such buyers will usually contract with
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